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35 USC 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all - 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Feigenbaum '314 in view of Maguire ( 5150485). Feigenbaum discloses an anchoring 
device for securing a cover to a ground comprising: 

a body 12/14 having an upper end portion 12 and a lower end portion 

14 which are integral with the body and remote from each other; 

the upper end of the body includes an integral first feature forming a first 

half of a clamp; see annotations on patent copy; 

the lower end of the body includes an integral second feature forming a 

stake; the stake is at the lower end of the body and configured to secure 

the body to the ground; 

A third feature forming the second half of the clamp; the third feature is 
not integral with the body but engages the body at a position opposite 
the first half of the anchoring clamp; the first and second halves of the 
clamp cooperate to secure the cover to the body. 
The anchoring device includes a biasing mechanism that exerts a force 
which biases the first and third features together to provide a clamping 
force for the anchoring clamp; 
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The third feature is configured of two or more biasing parts/mechanisms 
30/34/36 and 44/46/48 that that engage the body at a position opposite 
the first half of the clamp and cooperate with the first half of the clamp 
The body includes a tail 14; 

The second half of the anchoring clamp is hingedly attached to the body 
opposite the first half of the clamp; the pivot point 34 of the hinge is 
positioned within the upper end portion of the body remote from the 
second feature of forming the stake; 

The first half of the clamp includes protrusions 32 that mate with the 
second half of the clamp 1 8; the protrusions are teeth 32; it would have 
been obvious to make an clip with mating upper and lower teeth as 
conventional alligator clips include the above structure for a stronger 
holding force; 

The body includes a cavity 52 to accept material 58 that adds weight to 
the body to further secure the body to the ground; see figures 8 and 7 
The above elements are not configured to form a living creature. However, the 
beach blanket anchor of Maguire. Maguire shows a living creature with legs. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Feigenbaum to include a body form of a living creature as taught by the 
secondary reference in order to provide aesthetic appeal to the device. The 
particular parts of the living creature performing the functional aspects of the 
clamp have been considered a matter of choice; this choice has no significance 
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the function and overall structure of the device. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have appreciated coordinating the functional features with the parts of the 
living creature in order to more readily emulate the actual living creature without 
the anchor and clamping structure taking from the actual appearance of the 
device. 

Hook and loop material is commonly employed over conventional 
fasteners because of the inherent adjustability and fastening features. Further, 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have appreciated employing VELCRO over 
conventional fastener as the hook and loop material is less harmful than the 
sharp teeth of Feigenbaum. 

Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Feigenbaum '314 in view of Maguire ( 5150485) as applied to claim 1 and 
further in view of Griffiths et al (5832672). Feigenbaum lacks the second feature 
including a hook and the second feature forming the stake is configured in two or 
more parts positioned at the end of the body; the tow or more parts forming 
separate stakes that are configured to secure the body to the ground. Griffiths et 
al shows a beach blanket anchor device including a hook 74 and the second 
feature forming the stake is configured in two or more parts 56/58 positioned at 
the end of the body; the two or more parts forming separate stakes 56/58 that are 
configured to secure the body to the ground. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Feigenbaum to include the recited stake as 
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shown by Griffiths et al in order to provide a stronger attachment to the ground 
for the anchor. For the limitations of claim 20 see obviousness rational above. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chapman E Jeanette whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1310. The examiner can normally be reached on Mdn.-Fri, 8:30-6:00, every other 
fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Friedman Carl can be reached on 703-308-0839. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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